trist who allegedaly proviaed
surgery space for Quang, and
Minh Ly, a 58-year-old cosme-

4 charged with practicing=—==

arrest warrant for Julie Thuy-
Huong Trinh, 36, who alleged-

= o n | ly operated a separate beauty
business, recruited patients
for Quang and served as his
surgical assistant. Her attor-
: ney contacted prosecutors
: about her possible surrender,
gut shsa hagﬂ;?t come fogwﬂ

~ ] y Friday rnoon, sai
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“She wakes up every night
hearing the sound of scissors
cutting through her breast tis
sue,” said her attorney, War
ren Nguyen, who describec
Quang as a “butcher.” “It was
just torture the way she de:
scribed it.”

Nguyen said the woman'
saline breast implants were re
moved, but she is permanently
disfigured. The woman has
sued Quang, Luu, Ly anc
Trinh, as well as the manufac
turer and distributor of the im
plants, in Santa Clara County
Superior Court, Nguyen said.

In late June, the womar
went to a beauty salon operat
ed by Ly after seeing an ad L;
had placed in a popular Viet
namese magazine, Huntle)
said. She wanted a mole re
moved from her face at the
time but also asked Ly abou
breast implant surgery men
tioned in the ad. Ly referrec
her to Quang, Huntley said.




Cost of $3,200

Quang agreed to perform}
the operation for $3,200 and
scheduled the operation for 6
pm. July 1, Huntley said.
When the woman inquired
about Quang’s office, Ly and
Trinh told her that Quang was
a noted cosmetic surgeon from |
the Los Angeles area who
came to San Jose every week
to perform operations, the
woman'’s attorney said.

When she arrived at the chi-
ropractic clinic on Senter
Road, she was taken to a treat- |
ment room and asked to put on
a gown. The operation was
performed in a dentist-style
chair, said Candis Cohen, a
spokeswoman for the Califor- '
nia Medical Board.

Quang injected the woman’s |

breasts with what investiga-
tors believe was a local anes-
thetic, then performed the sa-

1

line implant operation without
another kind of anesthesia,
Huntley said. Trinh served as |
his assistant, at times telling
Quang where to make inci-
sions. When the woman’s boy-
friend came to pick her up,
gave him a plastic bag
of pills said to be antibioties
and painkillers, Huntley said.

But the pain didn’t go away. |
|'.

Nguyen Nhu Quang was

charged with the unlicensed

practice of medicine, battery 2 S Marir Gy, rond 8 |

with serious bodily injury,
mayhem and paying
accomplices for patient
referrals. He remained in
custody late Friday on
$1 million bail.

Usual practice

Breast augmentation sur-
gery may be performed under
general anesthesia or under a
combination of intravenous se- -
dation and local anesthesia, ac-
cording to the American Soci-
ety for Aesthetic Plastic Sur-

gery’s Web site. The average

surgeon’s fee for breast en-
largement is about $3,300, ac-
cording to the society, but hos-
pital and anesthesia charges
can add thousands to that

. amount.

When the woman returned for

follow-up care, Quang told her
the implant in her left breast
had ruptured, and he per-
formed another operation,
again only using local anes-
thetie to replace it.

“She was in incredible, ex-
cruciating pain,” Huntley said.

Nguyen, the woman'’s attor-

ney, said Quang blamed his pa-
tient for not healing properly.
In pain and suffering from an
infection from the ruptured
implant, she finally sought

care at a local emergency |
room. Her implants were re- |

moved.

Nguyen said Quang ob-
tained the saline implants,

distributor called Anna Beauty
Institute, in the same complex

' as chiropractor Luu’s office.

The institute’s office has since |

been closed and Nguyen said |
he was told the owner now is ||

in Vietnam.,

Luu’s office, which was
closed Friday, sits next to a
bridal store in a strip mall with

Mail is piling inside near the
front door, and a red, neon sign

still shines: Chiropractic and you have

Foot Doctor.
The state Board of Podiatric

Medicine said Luu’s record |

shows no previous violations.
But the board is investigating
this case, and it's possible his

license could be revoked, said |

the board’s enforcement coor-

dinator, Michelle Mason. Em-

ien commit this kind of act.”

ployees of neighboring shops

\ said they were surprised the

doctor had been arvested and
} d_xdn’t know whether illega]d;::-—
| }:il(\:z;ty had occurred in the of-

One woman said she re-
membered seeing an adver-

' tisement for Trinh’s cosmetie

business posted op the window

a couple of months ago and be-
lieved the doctor worked
there one or two times a
week and leased the Space
to other people.

Nguyen said Vietnamese
people and others in immi.
grant communities are
sometimes preyed upon he-
cause of their lack of knowl.
edge about Western medi-
cine.

“It definitely is a recur
re_ent_’ problem in the commu-
mty” said Nguyen, who
se’rved on the city of San Jo-
se’s

how to repo
roblems to the proper pa::

orities. It's a sad thing when
your own country-

IIliSS'HUI'nafh Rights Com- i
ion in the o« !
other law and doctors’ offices. |ple don’t know Hok i | |




